EIGHTEENTH CENTURY EUROPEAN PAINTING (10 sessions) - 7th October 2026 start

GNERAL PURPOSE:
To study paintings produced in 18th century in France, Spain, Italy and England considering their style, symbolic content and the impact of the contemporary social background (especially the French revolution and contemporary scientific advances)

1. 07 OCT  - WATTEAU
Watteau’s development of the ‘fete galante’ and its predecessors in art. His style and frequently melancholy mood. Influence on Lancret and others.  What is ‘fete galante’?
2. 14 Oct  - CHARDIN, BOUCHER, FRAGONARD
Chardin’s development of still-lifes and genre scenes. Some eighteenth century French, portraitists ‘Decadent’ art of Boucher and Fragonard and its evaluation by contemporary critics like Diderot.
3. 21 OCT  - JACQUES LOUIS DAVID
David and the triumph of classicism. His dramatic, extrovert style, and use of classical themes to glorify first the French Revolution, then Napoleon.
4. 28 OCT  - GOYA(1)
Goya’s earlier more cheerful style, influence of Velasquez, and portrayal of contemporary Spanish life and the Spanish royal family and aristocracy. Features of his style and satirical outlook
5. 04 Nov  - GOYA(2)
The impact on Goya of his own deafness and the occupation of Spain .by the French. Darker mood and style of his later work—comments on contemporary history.
6. 18 NOV  - HOGARTH
 Consider in detail several of Hogarth’s ‘social comment’ series i.e ‘Marriage a la mode’ The Rake’s Progress and ‘The Election’.  His moral and social view point, and the stylistic/symbolic influence of the Old Masters.
7. 25 NOV  - HOGARTH, the impact of scientific discoveries in England
Hogarth’s late work (including portraits).  The English ‘classical’ landscape and William Hodges’ use of it to record the growth of contemporary geographical knowledge. Start on Joseph Wright of Derby—his background. 
8. 02 DEC  - JOSEPH WRIGHT of DERBY
Wright’s paintings recording the development of the Industrial Revolution and his unique ‘candle-light’ style. His portraits of the rising entrepreneurial class. The change in his style after his visit to Rome
9. 09 DEC  - CANALETTO
Canaletto’s depiction of eighteenth century life in all its aspects from dingy slums to elegant palaces and public festivities, which were a magnet for English tourists on the grand tour.
10. 16 DEC  - TIEPOLO 
The greatest of all Rococo painters with bright allegorical and mythological figures decorating European places, together with some breath-taking perspective effects
