IMPRESSIONISM AND  POST-IMPRESSIONIS - 6th January 2027 start
GENERAL PURPOSE:
To study the main stylistic features of the leading impressionist and Post impressionist painters working in 19th c.France together with their social and historical background. Attention will be given  to the continuing influence of the Old Master tradition even on certain impressionist  and post impressionist painters. Three sessions will be devoted to a detailed study of Vincent Van Gogh. The topics to be covered in the sessions will be as follows. Full slide lists will be provided

 1           6 Jan  MANET AND ACADEMIC TRADITION
Manet’s new way of seeing reality and his conflicts with the ‘official’ Salon but also points of contact with it.
2          13Jan  BERTHE MORISOT AND RENOIR
            Morisot and the challenges of being a 19thc woman artist. Renoir’s capturing the fleeting impressions of every day scenes but also later move towards a more solid style.
3         20Jan   MONET
           Monet’s development from more  detailed lanscapes containing figures to his later elimination of figures and concentration on light and colour values. His role as a ‘purist’ of the impressionist  his concentration on the eye’s fleeting impression with no underlying narrative or Symbolism.
4        27Jan   DEGAS
          How far was Degas really  an Impressionist ?  His debt to the Old Masters, but also treatment of modern  subjects and also use of unusual structures and perspectives.
5        3Feb     TOULOUSE-LAUTREC,  SISLEY, PISSARRO
          A look at the low-life scenes of Toulouse-Lautrec and their similarities to Degas. The landscapes of Sisley and Pisarro.
6       17Feb    CEZANNE
          Cezanne’s acceptance of certain aspects of  Impressionism but desire for greater solidity. We particularly look at his striking portraits of his family and domestic servants.
7        24Feb     SEURAT  AND  GAUGUIN
          The nature of Seurat’s ‘Pointilliste’ style and attitude to the Old Masters. The style of Gauguin and the influence on him of Primitivism and his wish to reintroduce symbolism into painting. 
8        3March      VAN GOGH (1)
           The influence of  Millet on Van Gogh and his earlier heavier and darker style developed in Holland until his arrival in Paris.
9       10March       VAN GOGH(2)
           The influence of Impressionism and Post Impressionism on Van Gogh in Paris and later, Aries.  His brighter and more vibrant style developed in the South of France and the crisis caused by his quarrel with Gaugin 
10     17March      VAN GOGH(3)
          Van Gogh’s final more disturbed and agitated  style during his stay in the mental asylum and later at Auvers. The ultimate crisis in his life and subsequent death.
